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What's bubbling?

Although Sumara is taking
a well earned rest under
her covers there is still a

lot bubbling away This year’s
mission is to get the good ship to
Scoresby Sund in Greenland, and
hopefully back again. It involves
leaving Oban in Scotland mid-
June and sailing northwards to
Ullapool.

Currently I don’t have any crew
for this leg, so please shout if you
fancy a cruise up the West Coast
of Scotland!

Sumara will be joined by Jan-

nicke at Ullapool for the jaunt Sumara is currently under her snug winter cover in Dunstaffnage near Oban
northwards to the Faroe Islands.
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Things that are bubbling along nicely

Lovely New quqmq
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All the standing rigging and the halyards

have now been replaced Hopefully they will all fit
when the mast is stepped in May. The wire is all from
KOS, the rigging screws are Sta-lok and the halyards are
in Liros Herkules so it is top notch stuff. Full details are
on the Sumara blog.

New Website

0K, it's not so new, but it has been recently

upgraded and is now even frequently updated
In the “Download Section” you will find a button to click
saying “Greenland Project”. There is a document in
there that covers most topics to do with the trip. If you
scroll through you will find the most recent schedule. It
is a bit random - | drop anything in there of the slightest
interest. There is also a blog which will be live via the
satelite phone on the actual trip and there may be a
tracker device. Please feel free to make comments on
the blog as it is the only way | know if anyone reads it!

Tim serving up decent portions onboard Thembi

Satelite
Communications

Gerry has been helping with all things con-

cerning IT and comms We intend to use my existing
satelite phone which despite being about 12 years old

is still the latest model! We need the phone predomi-
nantly to obtain ice charts and grib files for the weather
conditions. As it will be onboard it will also be handy to
update the blog while the grib files are downloading.
Most of this work will need to wait until May because
the monthly subscription is very expensive. It will give
us a month to perfect the ice chart downloads etc which
should be enough time. We will need to recruit some-
one to send us these ice charts as they are too large to
directly download.

There will be a phone number and an email address to
contact the boat at sea. The phone will only be turned
on for about half an hour a day. The blog will say when it
is going to be monitored. If you are thinking of sending
an email make sure there is no signature attached and
keep it very short.

Gerry found a great little laptop for use on the boat. It
has a splashproof keyboard, military specification drop
resistance and a great battery life. It also fits snuggly

in the RAM mount used for the iPad. What's more it was
really cheap (£271.00). More about that on the blog.

Tim and Thembi!

Sumara will be sailing towards the Faroes on
2nd July. Tim is hoping to join in the fun and sail north
with us in his fine yacht Thembi to the isles where the
tides run wild, so long as his work allows him. Sadly he
won't have time to carry on to Iceland.
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..and things that are bubbling along slowly

Firearms

Ray is keeping himself warm sailing across the Greenland Sea
with the 375 rifle to hand

I need to get a new firearms certificate as

mine ran out a while back | made an application
during the Covid lockdown so it was held up and it seems
that thy are still trying to catch up. An officer phoned
me about a month ago and suggested | book some train-
ing so | have booked a lesson with Holland and Holland
at the end of January. Once | get the licence | will need
to obtain a weapon and | hope to buy a H&H .375 rifle
even though ammunition won't be available in Green-
land. | could choose a smaller callibre but it may take a
couple of shots to stop a bear which could be a bit hairy.

Jordan Series Drogue?

| keep deliberating about whether to make

one of these contraptions They do sound quite
handy for stormy seas but | have been there before
without needing to deploy a drogue. On the plus side,

| do have a sewing machine so | would make it myself.
The downside is | would need to bolt new aft facing
chainplates through the varnished topsides which
doesnt fill me with glee. Can someone just tell me they
are rubbish and | will believe them and use the space we
save for cakes.

The Good Ship

maybe not.

After her thirty year refit with Tim and Dan in Ullapool, |
reckon Sumara is in better condition than ever! She now has
beautiful new teak on her decks and a more powerful Beta Marine 16 hp
engine. It is fitted with top notch Kobelt controls and now has a slightly
larger aluminium bronze prop. She is very purposeful and feels a bit like
a work boat when she is under power. Ideal for pushing through ice, or

Inside, the galley sink has new easy action pumps and there is a Fusion

stereo radio for entertainment. | have even managed to buy another Avon
Redstart dinghy as the old one was getting rather tattered. My only nag-
ging problem is a very small diesel leak that I can't track down. I tightened
a hose clip when | left her in November so hopefully that did the trick. We
shall see!

I'll be back in Scotland to do the annual work from 11th April until 8th May.
| will leave her afloat on a pontoon after a short test sail to Oban or Tober-
mory.

Sumara is looking smarter than ever
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..and things that still need sorting

Insurance

Both the yacht insurance and search and res-

cue are proving problematic The yacht is normally
insured with Panteneus but they will no longer even cov-
er Iceland so | am searching other brokers for at least
some third party cover. I think this will be achievable but
they take such a long time to reply to your requests that
it could take a while.

The usual wheeze to cover search and rescue is to jump
on a “Gap Year" type adventure insurance but sadly
they have wised up to the costs involved for SAR servic-
es in Greenland. They normally charge £60k per person
for a rescue. | have looked at quite a few adventure
policies and they all exclude Greenland. It is possible

to take out expedition insurance but it can be very
expensive. An alternative is to sail with two boats, each
offering support to the other. It wouldnt work if both
boats became embayed in the ice but it might help for
hitting rocks etc.

I'm willing to take the risk but Ray has genuine concerns
so | will try to get some costs for expedition cover. Any
ideas for this would be very welcome!

Survival Suits

We should have survival suits on board | still
have my Guy Cotten one which seems to remain sound
but | am thinking of getting a kayaking type dry suit. The
kind of thing you can use to row ashore and not worry
too much if you are tipped out. With a onesie wolly bear
underneath | think it could be a handy piece of kit. May
need to hire something for Ray?

Tilman!

Sadly Tilman can't
come along and Grit will
be working three days

a week. Tilman doesn't
like being left alone so

. we are in need of a dog
carer. If anyone knows of
8 someone who would like
. <" tolook after Tilman for a
~ few days - or more, then
please shout!

Tilman's first ascent!

Permissions

Right now it would not be possible to carry

out the trip without bending a few laws

That said, | went to a talk about a yacht that sailed to
the Faroes, Iceland and Greenland last year during the
lockdown and they said they were welcomed into each
port even though the rules said NO! However, they were
not allowed near any settlements in Greenland which
could cause a problem for the Little Ship Sumara as we
will probably need more diesel and food. | suspect a
beer or two would go down well too. So all we can do is
hope the rules change by the summer. | would therefore
suggest we set a date of 1st March when we press the go
button. After that flights etc can be booked hopefully in
the expectation that everywhere will open up.

First Aid

Unlike the Jan Mayen trip
we won't have a trained nurse
onboard so we had better brush
~up on the first aid techniques and
¥ stock up the kit. If anyone has
the opportunity to do a course
(with their employer paying!)
then it be useful. | will circulate
the suggested content of the first
aid box later in case any has any
extra suggestions.

Mast Head Camera

Having decided that flying a drone while
sailing through ice would be too much of a

distraction | have decided to experiment with a mast
head camera. Getting more power up the mast would be
tricky and | don't want external cables so my ideal bit
of kit would be a battery powered wifi camera. Actually
easier said than done. | can rig up a hoist to the top
spreader to change batteries etc. The GoPro gives a
surprisingly poor picture and their customer services
are dire so this is still work in progress!
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